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U scientist trying to solve moose mystery 


She's crowdfunding to conduct research of deadly ‘brainworm parasite 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


The solution to a mystery that’s 
killing Minnesota’s moose could 
come down to slug and snail DNA 
contained in moose and deer drop- 
pings. 

And a University of Minnesota 
scientist eager to analyze that 
poop is looking for the public’s 
help. 

In an uncommon approach to 
academic research, Tiffany 
Wolf, assistant professor of veteri- 
nary population medicine at the 
U’s College of Veterinary Medi- 


cine, is turning to crowdfunding — 
public donations of any amount — 
to pay for sensitive testing to 
search for the DNA of snails and 
slugs that transmit “brainworm,” 
a parasite that causes up to 30 per- 
cent of natural mortality in Minne- 
sota’s troubled moose population. 

“Were trying to lay the ground- 
work for a new research project, 
and we’re trying to connect with 
regular Minnesotans who care 
about the moose,” Wolf said. “We 
get calls all the time from agencies 
and even private citizens asking 
how they can help. This is one 
way.” 
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$6,000. You can 
crowdfund.umn.edu/ 


Her goal: 
donate at 
moose. 

If that financial target sounds 
modest, that’s because the scope 
of the work is small — for now, at 
least. 

But the question it’s asking isn’t. 


MOOSE DISAPPEARING 


It’s unclear how long Minnesota 
will still have moose. 

In 2006, the state held an estimat- 
ed 8,840 adults. Today, the popula- 


PIONEER PRESS FILE PHOTO 


A bull moose peers over swamp grass in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area 


Wilderness in June 2009. Minnesota’s moose population has dropped by 
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nearly 50 percent from the 8,840 adults recorded in 2006. 


Vikings shift into winning gear 
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Vikings running back Jerick McKinnon pretends to go for a drive after his touchdown against the Browns on Sunday at Twickenham Stadium in London. 
“They shipped my Lamborghini back from the states, so | was just riding around the field in it,” he joked during the postgame news conference. The 
Vikings won 33-16 and head into their bye week with a 6-2 record. More in Sports, Section B 


A family tragedy — and 
what happened next 


New Brighton woman 
shares story of life after 
daughters 2004 deaths 


By S. M. Chavey 


schavey@pioneerpress.com 


Debbie Mayer has been reliv- 
ing the death of her three 
daughters ever since the media 
came clamoring to her a day 
after they died. 

The death of the three New 
Brighton sisters in a car crash 
on New Year’s Day 2004, just 
days before their brother’s wed- 
ding, made headlines for more 
than a week, and the funeral 
was broadcast. 

Then came the pictures. Deb- 
bie Mayer dug through piles of 
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Owners say Lake Elmo icon 
could be lost to progress 


The council majority said they 


photos just to 
see her daugh- 
ters’ faces again. 
She decorated 
her home with 
their pictures, 
and every time 
she uncovered a 
new photo, it 
was like a new 
encounter with one of her 
daughters, she said. 

About a year after their death, 
Mayer and her husband Joe 
Mayer began publicly speaking 
about the experience. In 2007, 
she produced a CD called “Songs 
of Hope.” Most recently, she 
wrote a book, which will be pub- 
lished before the end of the year. 

She went through the photos 
again. She read her entries from 
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Schiltgen farm’s 1910 
barn in jeopardy after 
council vote, they say 


By Bob Shaw 


bshaw@pioneerpress.com 


A city council vote about a his- 
toric barn has set off alarm bells 
in Lake Elmo. 

The council rejected a proposal 
to make the 135-acre Schiltgen 
farm into a horse-boarding facili- 
ty, which would generate enough 
income to keep the historic barn 
maintained. 

That vote jeopardizes the future 
of the barn, said Molly Schiltgen, 
daughter of the property’s co- 
owner, Pete Schiltgen. “It is 
shocking not to vote to preserve 
this historic landmark,” she said. 
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wanted to preserve the barn, but 
the large acreage in the middle of 
the city has been designated for 
growth by the city and the Metro- 
politan Council. 

The horse-boarding proposal 
was rejected by Mayor Mike 
Pearson and council members 
Justin Bloyer and Christine Nel- 
son, with Julie Fliflet and Jill 
Lundgren voting in favor. 

The proposal is controversial. It 
had been unanimously approved 
by the city’s planning commis- 
sion. The 1910 barn is a Lake 
Elmo icon, visible from the main 
thoroughfare, Stillwater Avenue, 
and surrounded by classic white 
fencing. 

The image of the barn, with 
“North Star Farm” in old-fash- 
ioned lettering, is at the top of the 
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Trump 
blasts 
Clinton, 
Mueller 
probe 


Charges said to be 
due in Russia case 


By Jenna Johnson 
Washington Post 


Tensions between Republi- 
cans and Democrats over the 
investigation of Russian 
involvement in the 2016 presi- 
dential election intensified 
Sunday, with President Don- 
ald Trump demanding to 
know why his campaign is 
under federal scrutiny while 
his former opponent Hillary 
Clinton is not. 

The president’s latest out- 
burst over the inquiry led by 
special counsel Robert Muel- 
ler surfaced on Twitter as his 
administration braced for the 
possibility that the first batch 
of charges in the case could be 
publicly announced as soon as 
Monday. CNN reported that a 
federal grand jury had 
approved an indictment, 
although details of the possi- 
ble charges and the name of a 
defendant remained unclear. 

Trump issued four tweets 
over 24 minutes, attacking the 
Mueller probe as unfair and 
citing various Clinton contro- 
versies that he said warranted 


investigation. 
“Instead they look at phony 
Trump/Russia, ‘collusion,’ 


which doesn’t exist,” the presi- 
dent said. “The Dems are 
using this terrible (and bad for 
our country) Witch Hunt for 
evil politics, but the R’s are 
now fighting back like never 
before. There is so much 
GUILT by Democrats/Clinton, 
and now the facts are pouring 
out. DO SOMETHING!” 

Later in the morning, Trump 
added: “All of this ‘Russia’ talk 
right when the Republicans 
are making their big push for 
historic Tax Cuts & Reform. Is 
this coincidental? NOT!” 

On Sunday talk shows, 
Republicans rallied around 
Trump and questioned how 
CNN could have received 
information about secret 
grand jury proceedings. 
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